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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SLOVAK REPUBLIC (MZV SR)

AND

SLOVAK NON- GOVERNMENTAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION PLATFORM (PMVRO)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Slovak Republic (further just “MZV SR”) as a one party and Slovak Non- Governmental Development Organization Platform (further just “PMVRO”) as the second party, in following text marked as “participants”
REFER TO importance of development of civil society and sustained partnership dialogue between the Government of Slovak Republic and particular sections and platforms of civil society in order to create qualitative economic and legal environment;
CONSIDERING Manifesto of the Government of the Slovak Republic from 2006 which states that Government of Slovak Republic considers third sector as an important social pillar and part of free civil society;

EMPHASISING important role of European civil society in supporting democracy, social justice and human rights in partnership developing countries, as it is stated in European Consensus on Development from 2005;

RESPECTING the Manifesto of the Government of the Slovak Republic from 2006 which states that the Government of the Slovak Republic will create basic essential financial, legislation and organization conditions for effective provision of development assistance in accord with aims of its foreign policy;

APPEALING on the obligations of the Slovak Government to fully implement acquis communautaire in chapter “Outside relations” and to participate on development policy of European Union (further just “EU”);

REMINDFUL the status of MZV SR as a national coordinator for official development assistance of SR;

EMPHASISING firm position of Slovak non-governmental organizations in providing foreign development and humanitarian aid, informing public and education in the system of official development assistance of SR; 
RECOGNIZING important role of PMVRO as an association of legal entities - organization that covers twenty-six Slovak non-governmental organizations which are developing activities in areas of the foreign development and humanitarian aid;
ASPIRING to the mutual and beneficial partnership between MZV SR and PMVRO in areas of provision of the foreign development and humanitarian aid;

TAKING INTO A CONSIDERATION the need of systematic increase of quality in the official development assistance of SR and effective provision of  foreign assistance and further creation of capacities of Slovak non- governmental organizations functioning in area of the development and humanitarian aid of SR;

AGREED to write following Memorandum of Understanding (further just “Memorandum”):
Article 1.

Purpose
1.1 Memorandum states general scope of cooperation between MZV SR and PMVRO in areas of provision of the development and humanitarian aid of SR.

1.2 Purpose of this Memorandum is to enhance dialog and intensify cooperation between participants in areas of development and humanitarian aid of SR, in order to considerably improve cohesion, coordination, transparency, mutual complement, quality and effectiveness of the official development assistance of SR
Article 2.

Focus of Cooperation

MZV SR:

2.1 will provide PMVRO with proposals of key strategic and planning documents concerning official development policy and cooperation of SR and will provide sufficient space for statements to documents concerning this kind of character and significance, in order to consider their experiences and professional opinion including their participation in coordinating and expert organs created for these purposes;

2.2 will help to create capacities of the non- governmental development organizations in SR in issues concerning effective provision of the development assistance:

a) with financial support of PMVRO capacities and organization facilities; in scope of budget capabilities of National Program of Official Development assistance of SR for particular calendar year and in accord of needs of MZV SR according to the proposals of PMVRO expert services;
b) with financial support for development projects and programs of non- governmental organizations abroad through the system of calls for proposals opened by Slovak Agency for International Development Cooperation or other type of subvention  in accord with legal system of SR, presented in National Program of Official Development Assistance of SR for particular calendar year;
c) with provision of appropriate help and support, if necessary also financial support according to needs, in acquiring financial resources for development assistance projects from EU funds and participating on programs and projects financed by European Commission;

d) with efforts to establish a functioning national system of sending volunteers;

2.3 will support activities of PMVRO in order to strengthen influence of non-governmental sector in activities of European institutions and the creation of development policy in EU in order to increase institutional responsibility and transparency.
PMVRO:

2.4 will transparently, economically and practically use financial resources assigned for projects or programs financed from the budget of MZV SR;

2.5 will provide expert statements, analysis and initiative proposals during the creation of key strategic and planning documents of development policy and rules connected to the implementation and administration of development projects in accord with needs of MZV SR;

2.6 will cooperate in informing public and support development education in coordination with relevant documents in area of development policy of SR and in accordance with needs of MZV SR;
2.7 will cooperate in area of statistical reporting for purposes of comprehensive disclosure of official development assistance of SR by providing relevant information claimed by MZV SR;

2.8 will use in every activity financed by MZV SR its name and symbol together with the logo of SlovakAid.

Article 3.
Time of Validity and Abrogation

3.1 Memorandum comes into  a force after it is signed and its period of validity is indefinite

3.2 Memorandum can be changed and supplemented after mutual agreement of participants in accordance with their needs.  

3.3 After written notification sent to the second participant one month before, any of participants can unilaterally end the validity of this Memorandum. 

Article 4.

Mutual Consultations and Fulfilment of Memorandum Articles

4.1 Participants will mutually consult any kind of questions which might arise during the fulfilment of this Memorandum.

4.2 Contradictions that might arise during the fulfilment of this Memorandum will be solved by direct negotiation between participants.
Article 5. 
Addresses

According to this Memorandum all correspondence between both sides will be realized through following addresses:
Ministerstvo zahraničných vecí SR

Hlboká cesta 2

833 36 Bratislava

Slovenská republika

Platforma MVRO

Miletičova 7

821 08 Bratislava

Slovenská republika

In Bratislava, 4th May 2010 in two original copies in Slovak language.
Miroslav Lajčák 



       Nora Beňáková

   Minister of Foreign Affairs SR                        Chairwoman of  Platform MVRO
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